The railway from Maastricht to Aachen Oct.20th 1853
By Erling Berger
This was the first Netherlands railway connecting to a foreign territory. The main purpose of the
track was transporting coal out of Netherlands Limburg.
The landscape was not well suited for constructing of railways. There was build in total 84 bridges
and a lot of material was removed from the mountains to the valleys.
To ensure the economy of the railway the Netherlands State granted permission to the railway
company to exploit a coalmine in Kerkrade.

Figure 1. The Netherlands State allows the Railway Company to exploit a coalmine in Kerkrade to finance the railway,
yet only to the Prussian Border. Lit (1)

Maastricht was a fortified town so station-buildings were not allowed near the fortifications. The
railway was granted exemption by law of 1848.

Figure 2. The Netherlands State granted exemption for building a station near the fortifications in Maastricht. Lit (2)

At the other end of the Netherlands part of the track Bochholtz refused to receive the railway, so
Simpelfeld became the last station before Prussia. Later on - as from 1890 - the trains stopped in
Bochholtz, and a station was build there as late as 1899.
The stations were Maastricht, Meerssen, Valkenburg, Schin op Geul, Wijlre-Gulpen (Wylré),
Simpelveld and Bocholtz (Stops since 1890); and in Prussia: Richterich and the Aachen Bahnhof of
“Templerbend”
The track from Maastricht to Simpelfeld had no direct connections to other Netherlands stations, yet
Maastricht could reach Berlin and Belgium. See Figure 3

Figure 3. The railway system: The situation in December 1853. We see that Maastricht could reach Berlin and
Belgium. As from 1859 railway-bridges were build over the Rhine, Köln-Deutz being the first

Figure 4. The track from Maastricht to Aachen 1853. We also see three smaller stations in Prussia

Figure 5. Extract of the Netherlands Circular Nr. 485 showing Aachen exchanging letter-bundles directly with the
smaller stations of the railway.

Since 1851 the lowest postage for a letter between the Netherlands and Prussia was in general 10
cent. Yet, for a border crossing letter sent over a short distance the postage was only 5 cent.
Figure 6 is an extract of a Netherlands post circular nr 496, which was distributed Nov. 4th 1854
telling of new offices having qualified for the low 5 cent postage. If you’re comparing Figure 4 and
Figure 6 it is obvious that the circular has a list of the new stations (small post offices) of the
Maastricht-Aachen railway being favoured by the low 5 cent postage.

Figure 6. Extract of the Netherlands post circular nr 496 showing a list of new pairs of offices that have qualified for
the low postage of 5 cent. By comparing with Figure 4 it’s obvious that on the Netherlands side we’re dealing with the
stations of the new railway from Maastricht to Aachen. The structure of the listing is inspired by the new railway.
Normally such a list would have this form:
Meersen – Burtscheid
Meersen – Kohlscheid
Meersen – Herzogenrath

Valkenburg – Burtscheid
Valkenburg – Kohlscheid
Valkenburg – Herzogenrath

Simpelfeld – Burtscheid
Simpelfeld – Kohlscheid
Simpelfeld – Herzogenrath

Wylré – Burtscheid
Wylré – Kohlscheid
Wylré – Herzogenrath

As of 1.Jan.1864 new connections were created between the Netherlands and Prussia

Figure 7. Extract of the 1.Jan.1864 Reglement, which is a low-practical version of the 1864-convention between the
Netherlands and Prussia. We see that Maastricht shall send a closed sack to the train between Aachen and Düsseldorf
and v.-v., while Aachen shall send closed bundles to the stations of the actual railway and v.-v.

Figure 8. Beek 1867 to Garzweiler (in Prussia) via Maastricht sent in a closed bundle by train from Maastricht to
Aachen. Here the bundle was handed over to the rolling post office between Aachen and Düsseldorf as seen from the
stempel AACHEN/DÜSSELDRF. The last stretch to the destination was by road.

There is existing both a Kleinrundstempel and a Grossrundstempel from the train “MaastrichtAken”. Aken is the Dutch name for Aachen.

Figure 9. Post card 1895 from Valkenburg to Nijmegen with a Kleinrundstempel of “MAASTRICHT-AKEN”

Figure 10. Post card 1908 from Valkenburg to Utrecht with a Grossrundstempel of “MAASTRICHT-AKEN”

Literature
Lit (1). This law was printed in the “Netherlands Staatsblad…1845”, which can be found at the
internet at http://www.google.com/books?id=EbNbAAAAQAAJ
To find the actual law search for “Kerkrade”
Lit (2). This law was printed in the “Netherlands Staatsblad…1848”, which can be found at the
internet at http://books.google.com/books?id=yrRbAAAAQAAJ
To find the actual law search for “Aken”
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